AIDSweek: May
31-June 5

The Vigil...The Protests...
The Conference

Thty gathered at the river, near the Water-

gate. The sun was sctting over Virginia.
Sunday was coming to a summery close.
But expectation hung tn the evenung air. Ban-

and lit. The dumb eves of the TV ameras
stared 2s reporters fretted. Mounted police
blocked the way to the tent that had been set
up outside the Potomac Restaurant for Presi-
dent Reagan's first maor speech on AIDS.

The crowd had paid $250 each to hear Rea-
gan and artend the benefit dinner for the
American Foundation for AIDS Research
(AmFAR). Some of the money raised by Am-
FAR would go to the District’s Whitman-
Walker Qlinic and RAP Inc.

The AIDS Candlelight Vigil was sponsored
by the National Association of People With
AIDS. Vigil organizer Stephen Beck, NAPWA
executive director, said, “Peopke with moncy,
Jet’s aall them the elite, can go to dinner and
they can fec comfortable thinking about AIDS
2s an issue. What we're trying to demonstrate
is that when we're talking about AIDS, we're
talking about people.”

Someone began singing “Amazing Grace.”
Candles and banners were raised. “‘Fund
AIDS Rescarch, Not Star Wars,” said one.
Another, showing an ostrich with its bead in
the sand, was tagged, ‘‘Reagan’s War on

The throng marched the few blocks along K
Street to the froat of Washington Harbour,
“Americans are dying, increase AIDS fund-
ing,” they chanted.

1 recalled ing earlier in the day to my
friend in New York who was now blind from
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) and undergoing
dimothu‘npymuutd\:l(apan”snmounin
his throat. I'd been wary of phoning because 1
was afriid I'd be told my friend had already
succumbed 10 the discases that had been suck-
ignryhhﬁfcﬁnahhMDSdhgnsishst

September.

I thought of my friend, 3 medical profes-
sional, who'd just tested positive for AIDS an-
gbodies. He now feared he might lose both his
peactice and the Jover he'd dedicated himself
. He pow humoressly refers to himself as

goods.
And 1 thought of how afraid 1 was of dving
about.

Lippmann had dispelled the myth of rournalis-
tic objectivity long before | amved at journal-
igm school. The spunts of my dead, dying, and

commitment to ant-AIDS advocacy.
REAGAN SPEAKS

M.“Mmfwcsnduascdmisfxw
and spreading. Thus calls for urgency, pot pan-
ic. It calls for compassion, not blame. And it
alls for understanding, not ignorance.” Like
his surgeon general, Reagan stressed the um-
porunao(cd\mdmmalkvudngunduefm
of AIDS—what some refer to as the second ep-
idemic, “AFRAIDS.”

But Surgeon General C. Everent Koop has
emphasized that education should recommend
specific acbons, such as using condoms dunng
intercourse. Reagan’s line 15 that we must
teach “valuss,”™ not methods of prevenung the
spread of AIDS

To 3 chorus of boos from the AmFAR
crowd, Reagan also called for “routine™ blood
wsting of immigrans, prisoocTs, marnage-U-
cense appbaans, and those secking treatment

infected friends strengthened my own spirited :

pers were hotsted aloft, candles passed around

or.being one of the survivors I've written

1 yelled and sang and marched. too. Walter |

Within the tent Reagan told the AmFAR !

THEDISTRICTLINE

for drug abuse or venercal discases. While
dodging the ic bh of the word

April report by the federal Centers for Discase
Control that rejected mandatory testing and
called for ant-discrimination measures © pro-
tect people with AIDS and those who test posi-
tive for the HIV antibody.
MONDAY-MORNING BOOS

Reagan's Sunday-night boos were echoed
Moonday morming 3t the opening of the Third
International Conference on AIDS, when Vice
President George Bush endorsed the presi-
dent’s call for expanded AIDS testng. Return-
ing to his seat afterward and thinking be was
off-mike, Bush asked Assistant Health Secre-
tary Robert Windom of the crowd, “Who was
that, some gay group?”

Bush's remark angered some conference par-
ticipants by fueling the political fires surround-
ing AIDS—and this conference in particular.
“That's a new high in insensitivity,” said Dr.
Michael Gottlicb, 2 Los Angeles immunologist.
“We are bere to battke a terrible plague. That is
pot what we peed from our leaders.”

The anger Bush elicited Monday morning
spilled over at noon in a planned civil-disobe-
dience demonstration at the White House.
About 350 people gathered in Lafayvente Park
to protest a lack of funding for AIDS research
and the snail’s pace of federal educaoon pro-
grams. “Reagan. Reagan, too lirte, 100 late,”
they chanted. -

Led by former Legal Services Corporabon
head Dan Bradlcy, who has AIDS, a group of
63 protesters stepped over a concrete barmer
onto Pennsylvania Avenue and blocked traffic
by sitting oa the strect. D.C. police, weanng
ot belmets and bright yellow latex gloves, es-
corted the protesters to waiting pobee buses,
where they were photographed and hand-
cuffed.

Among those arrested were Bradley; West
Hollywood, Californis, Mayor Steve Shulte,
New York Governor Mano Cuomo’s gay bar
son, Virgina Apuzzo: Boston City Councilor
David Scondras; and Mayor Bary's represent-
ative, Jim Zas.

Jeff Koenrach, the gay community's liasson
to the police department, told the Waskington
Blade, “It was everybudy's understanding that
pomwcr:no(tobtmcd."hﬂmoﬂ’mk
had said they would use gloves only when
there was risk of exposure to bodily fluids,
such as blood, that transmut the AIDS varus.
As the Blade reported, though, the oaly bodily
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ﬂmd:smngfromthcﬂprw:tmwzspa-

and protest organizers they wouldn't, D.C. Po-
lice Chief Maurice Turner Jr. and Asst. Chief
Isaac Fulwood Jr. have “set a very unpleasant
dimate at the moment in dealing with AIDS in
the gay community.”
ONE IN EVERY CROWD

Back at the Washington Hilton, physicians
and rescarchers explained the “Impact of HIV
Testing on the Behavior of Homosexual
Males.” The speakers agreed that gay men in
their representative countries of

Canada, Great |

Britain, France, Sweden, the Netherlands, and
the United States were modifying their sexual
peactices as 2 result of learning their antibody
status. Men in their studics who tested positive
were especially heeding the advice to limit their
pumber of sex parmers and to use condoms
during intercourse.

Charles F. Farthing, of Loodon’s St. Ste-
phens Hospital, noted that simply “because
the test was performed, g2y men] seem o pay
more attention to safer sex.” Presenting find-
ings of his CDC-funded AIDS Prevention
Project, David W. Lyter of the University of
Pittsburgh stressed the need for seasitivity to
the psychological impact of learning coe’s ant-
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